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For more information on any
event or meeting, please visit the
township website at

www.dickinsontownship.org
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July 1 - Board of Supervisors
July 4 - Independence Day [CLOSED]
July 10 - Planning Commission
July 15 - Board of Supervisors
July 22 - Parks & Recreation Committee
July 23 - Municipal Authority
July 27 - Ice Cream Social at Twirly Top (6pm-8pm)
August 5 - Board of Supervisors
August 14 - Planning Commission
August 19 - Board of Supervisors
August 26 - Parks & Recreation Committee
August 27 - Municipal Authority
September 2 - Labor Day [CLOSED]
September 3 - Board of Supervisors
September 11 - Planning Commission
September 14 - Yard Sale at Stuart Park (7am - 12pm)
September 16 - Board of Supervisors
September 23 - Parks & Recreation Committee
September 24 - Municipal Authority
October 7 - Board of Supervisors
October 9 - Planning Commission
October 19 - Chili Cook-off & Costume Contest
2:00pm - 4:00pm at Stuart Park
October 21 - Board of Supervisors
October 22 - Municipal Authority
October 28 - Parks & Recreation Committee

A complete evaluation

performed by the Township’s engineer, zoning officer, and roadmas-

New Emergency Services Provider
As of April 1st of this year, WellSpan Health EMS

Breeches EMS who provide basic life support (BLS)

moved one of their advanced life support (ALS) units

to the southern portion of the Township and Cum-

out of Gettysburg Hospital to the Bendersville Fire

berland Goodwill EMS who provide both ALS and

Company in Adams County. This unit is known as

BLS to the northern portion of the Township.
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*All meetings begin at 6:00pm
and are held at the Dickinson
Township municipal building
located at 219 Mountain View
Road in Mt. Holly Springs, PA.
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for road preservation.

Township Receives
Two Awards for Burnt
House Road Bridge

funds are being allocated. Residents are encour-

Township starts collecting information to prepare the

aged to participate in budget discussions and attend

next year’s budget. Before any numbers are entered

budget meetings. Meetings dates have to be ap-

into spreadsheets, staff compiles information from

proved by the Board of Supervisors and properly

various sources to try and allocate funds properly so

advertised. Budget meetings typically occur in Octo-

residents can receive the best services for the lowest

ber. Our website will be updated with actual dates

plaques for the Burnt House Road

cost without sacrificing quality. This juggling act is

and times as soon as they have been determined.

humpback bridge; one for Out-

stressful, but necessary in order to know where

We welcome your input, comments and questions.

At the May 20, 2013 Board of Supervisors’ meeting, Chad Clancy
from Modjeski & Masters presented the Board with two award

standing New Short Span Bridge
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Preparing for the 2014 Budget
Every year around mid-summertime, Dickinson

Tu W

15

The easiest answer is that BLS units will

Township Welcomes New Supervisor
Supervisor elect, Allyn Perkins, resigned

May 22, 2013, J.R. Barrett was ap-

from the Board of Supervisors effective

pointed by the Board of Supervisors to

April 30, 2013 due to a home purchase

fulfill the remainder of Dr. Perkins’ term,

outside the township boundaries. Due to

which will end on December 31, 2013.

this move, he no longer met the residency

proudly displayed in the Township

Mr. Barrett won the Republican primary

requirements and, therefore, resigned.

and will be on the November general

Municipal Building main hallway.

Dr. Perkins’ resignation created a vacancy

election ballot.

on the Board of Supervisors which had to

Supervisor Barrett and wish him the best

be filled within 30 days. On Wednesday,

in his appointment.

that PennDOT, and not the taxpayer, paid for the construction of
the bridge.

The awards are

We welcome Interim

PERSONNEL, OFFICIALS & CONTACT INFORMATION
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
TERM EXPIRES
Bob Wrightstone, Chairman
12/31/17
Jonathan Reisinger, Vice Chairman
12/31/15
J.R. Barrett, Interim Supervisor
12/31/13
supervisors@dickinsontownship.org
PLANNING COMMISSION
Paul Strizzi, Chairman
Dennis Straub, Vice Chairman
Tom Smith, Secretary
Earl Bock
Ken Giffhorn
Dan Wyrick
Lynn Hoover
pc@dickinsontownship.org
ZONING HEARING BOARD
Ellen Coyler
Michael Gennett
Gerald Eby
Judith Brough, Alternate
PARK & RECREATION BOARD
Jane Mitchell, Chairwoman
Robert Robinson, Vice Chairman
Molly Baehr, Secretary
Bill Rodier
Stephen Luckie
MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY
Allen Loomis, Chairman
William Baker, Secretary
Gerald Eby, Treasurer

TERM EXPIRES
12/31/13
12/31/15
12/31/16
12/31/16
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15

TERM EXPIRES
12/31/15
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15
TERM EXPIRES
12/31/17
12/31/14
12/31/17
12/31/14
12/31/18
TERM EXPIRES
12/31/16
12/31/14
12/31/17

Living with Black Bears

ROAD CREW
Oscar Barrick
Jay Richwine
Dustin Durf

to the black bear since before the first set-

AUDITORS
Tom Imholte
Kathy Walton
William Rodier

TERM EXPIRES
12/31/13
12/31/13
12/31/13

CHIEF CONSTABLE
Kevin Preston

717-329-3138

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR
Susan J. Smith
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Raymond Highlands
Emergency Management Coordinator
Greg Bretzman
Emergency Services Administrator
Ivan Bretzman
Assistant Emergency Services Administrator
POLICE
Pennsylvania State Police

717-249-2121

SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Gilbert Picarelli
717-339-0612
K.P.I. Technologies
ENGINEER
Jason Reichard, C.S. Davidson
TAX COLLECTOR
Carolyn McQuillen

REPTILIAN LIFE

Dickinson Township has been called home

717-486-5907

By: Heather Urban

tlers were here in the 1700s. Even though
black bears typically reside in the mountain-

We are very fortunate to enjoy a variety of reptilian wildlife in

ous regions of Dickinson Township, they

Dickinson Township. During the warmer months, residents

can also be found in residential areas.

can see lizards, skinks and snakes at any given time. If you

Bears are usually dormant in winter and

are hiking rocky outcrops or near open woodland, you can

have an active mating season from early

look for the Northern Fence Lizard. They are a small lizard

June to mid-July.

Many of our residents

that can readily be identified by the gray or brown body and

enjoy nature hikes and cookouts at that

turquoise to blue belly. The scales on the back are keeled
and pointed. They generally reside in trees where they like

time. Following a few commonsense rules

grill regularly. If you feed your pets out-

can prevent a disastrous situation for both

doors, bring in their food bowls at night.

humans and bears.

Do not feed wildlife.

dents might also see three different kinds of skinks. These

ELIMINATE TEMPTATION

KEEP YOU DISTANCE

Northern Coal Skink.

Black bears will consume almost anything.

If a bear shows up, stay calm. Shout at it

They will eat livestock feed, pet foods, hu-

from a distance like you would an un-

man food and garbage. Bird feeders and

wanted dog. Bears have poor eyesight,

hummingbird feeders are a treat for them.

so if you don’t make noise, they might not

They can sometimes be spotted ravaging

know you are there. If you hear your dog

corn fields and beehives. Keep trash con-

barking or your cat clawing at the door,

tainers closed and locked if possible. Don’t

cautiously try to determine why by turning

put garbage out until pick up day. Remem-

on outside lights and making noise. Males

ber to clean your trash receptacles regularly

are more aggressive during the mating

with soap and bleach to eliminate odors.

cal body and tail with smooth scales. All lizards located in

season, especially to each other, and

Don’t throw table scraps outside for animals

Central PA are insectivores, and non-venomous.

sows are very protective of cubs. Bears

to eat, or add fruit or vegetable waste to

Residents can also come into contact with snakes in the

will generally stay away from chained or

your compost pile.

township. Most snakes that show up in the average back-

penned up dogs.

However, bears will

yard, shed or house are non-venomous, harmless and

attack and possibly kill a free roaming dog

beneficial to man. All are carnivorous. There are 18 non-

if confronted.

Remember to keep your

venomous snakes species located in Central Pennsylvania.

dog leashed when you hike. If you sus-

There are 2 venomous snakes in our area; the Northern

pect you are being visited by a bear, try to

Copperhead and Timber Rattlesnake. All venomous snakes
possess a pit on each side of the head between the eye and

month.

nostril, a vertically elliptical eye pupil resembling that of a

Clean your barbeque

to hunt beetles, rest, and find safety when frightened. Resiare the Five-Lined Skink, the Broadhead Skink, and the
Skinks can be recognized as a

smooth, shiny, almost slippery lizard. They have a cylindri-

DOG WARDEN
Barry Hockley

717-432-7159

remove the food source for about a

TRASH COLLECTOR
Advanced Disposal

800-223-3888

Bears can be on the move at anytime, but

All snakes are non-aggressive and prefer to avoid confronta-

are most active at night or early morning.

tion. Residents should watch where they are putting their

Larry Barrick, Assistant Manager/Zoning & Codes Officer
zoning@dickinsontownship.org

Watch for claw marks on smooth barked

hands and feet when climbing logs or rocks. If a snake bite

trees as well as sizeable droppings con-

should occur, stay calm but do not wait to see if symptoms

taining partially digested corn, berries and

Denise Gembusia, Treasurer/Secretary
treasurer@dickinsontownship.org

develop. Seek immediate medical attention!

animal remains.

ADMINISTRATION
717-486-7424
Laura Portillo, Manager
manager@dickinsontownship.org

Watch for distinctive

bear tracks. Bears have five toes; the
front foot is shorter than the rear, with the

Glenn Wimer, Road Master
roadmaster@dickinsontownship.org

rear foot resembling a human foot. Listen
for bear sounds such as growls, woofing,
and jaw-popping.

Heather Urban, Receptionist
township@dickinsontownship.org
Dialogue in Dickinson, Vol. 2013 Issue 2

cat, and a single row of scales on the underside of the tail.

Please remember,

bears use trails just like people do!
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Preparing for a Disaster
When we think of summer time, we think of long sunny days, warm weather,

Your Trash Questions Answered
Keeping up with new regulations, recy-

vice on how to deal with each situation.

cling practices and hauler contracts can

outdoor activities and cook-outs. But, as we have already experienced, this is

overwhelm anyone trying to be a good

also the time for stormy weather. Severe weather such as high winds, torren-

BE PREPARED

tial rains, tornadoes, and flooding can occur at any time with very little or no

PEMA recommends that, in the event of an emergency, we all should be able

warning. It can force you to evacuate your neighborhood or confine you to

to survive on our own for a minimum of three days. This means being able to

your home. Knowing what to do in an emergency and being prepared is your

provide our own shelter, food, water, first-aid, sanitation and other basic

best defense. Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) offers

needs. While local officials and relief workers will be on the scene after a

great information on their website, www.ReadyPa.org, on how to be prepared

disaster, they cannot always reach everyone right away. Making emergency

for a disaster. They advocate three easy steps to be prepared for a

plans for you and your family at home, at work, or in school, is important.

disaster: be informed, be prepared, be involved.

Have a communication and evacuation plan ready and practice it. Also, prepare an emergency kit for your home, car, and work. You can find checklists

BE INFORMED
Be informed about the types of emergencies that can occur in your area and
what specific actions you can take. ReadyPa.org has a link to 10 potential
emergencies in Pennsylvania, facts about each type of emergency, and ad-

on how to create plans and put together emergency kits on PEMA’s website,
ReadyPa.org.

BE INVOLVED
Working with neighbors can save lives and property. Meet with your neighbors
to plan how the neighborhood could work together after a disaster until help
arrives. If you’re a member of a neighborhood organization, such as a home
association or crime watch group, introduce disaster preparedness as a new
activity. Know your neighbors’ special skills (e.g., medical, technical). Consider how you could help neighbors who have special needs, such as disabled
and elderly persons.
Remember, Dickinson Township has a notification system called NIXLE. This
system provides a quick, efficient, and secure way to get township-level information out to subscribed members by e-mail or cell phone. Our system will be
used to notify residents of any emergencies at Township level, road closures,
community events, and meeting cancellations. Cumberland County Depart-

citizen and properly dispose of waste.

Q: Do I have to separate my

Q: How can I dispose of larger items, such as a couch?

We’ve answered the most common ques-

recyclable items?

A:

tions for you below.

A:

No. Dickinson Township utilizes

side every week. If the item is not something that can easily be lifted

single stream recycling. This means

by one person, please contact Advanced Disposal at 1-800-223-

items do not have to be separated by

3888 so they can plan accordingly.

REGULAR TRASH
Dickinson Township is in their third year
of a three-year contract with Advanced

glass, plastic or cans.

Our trash contract allows residents to place one bulk item curb-

Advanced

Disposal asks that residents place

Q: Where can I get a recycle bin?

trash; toter cart service or the tag-a-bag

paper into a paper bag and keep

A:

option. Toter carts are approximately 90

cardboard into 3’ x 3’ tied bundles.

3888. They can leave a bin curbside or residents

gallons and cost $44.31 per quarter which

Even glossy magazines and junk

can get a free bin at the Township building from

is directly billed to the resident. Tag-a-

mail can be recycled.

7am until 3:30pm, Monday through Friday.

Disposal. Residents have two options for

Contact Advanced Disposal at 1-800-223-

bag is a bag-by-bag option for those who
might have minimal trash disposal needs.
This option allows the user to place a
special sticker on each bag of trash before plac-

BULK ITEMS

Directions and a list of acceptable and unaccept-

ing it at the curb for pick up. At the beginning of

Residents may place one bulk item out with their

able items is included in the kit. Collections occur

the contract year, residents were sent 12 tags

trash each week. This includes items such as a

at least monthly.

and billed $36.36 yearly. Additional tags may

couch, mattress, desk, table or recliner.

Ad-

scheduled collection day and a contractor will

be purchased on an as-needed basis for $3.03

vanced Disposal asks that you call ahead to let

pick up the materials for proper disposal. More

per tag. Residents can contact the company at

them know you have a bulk item for pick up.

information, including a video of how to use the

1-800-223-3888 or at 717-423-5917 to set up

This allows them to send more than one person

collection kit is available at www.ccpacshhw.net.

their preferred service, order more tags or get

on the route if necessary.

Tires, anti-freeze, batteries and motor oil can be

questions answered about their bill.

You will be notified

of the

disposed of at most automobile part stores.

HAZARDOUS

Please contact the business to see if they will

Central Alert System will be used at county level by emergency managers to

MATERIALS

dispose of your items.

alert citizens of urgent, critical situations such as evacuation notices and in-

Items such as used

structions, shelter in place notifications, or boil water advisories. More infor-

motor

mation on how you can subscribe to both of these notification systems is

paint, pesticides and

Computers and other electronic equipment can

available on our website, www.dickinsontownship.org.

pool chemicals can

be recycled at local big-box stores such as Best

be

Buy or Staples.

ment of Public Safety subscribes to South Central Alert System. The South

oil

oil-based

disposed

of

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING

The Computer Barn at 1460

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING

through the Cumber-

Newville Road in Carlisle also accepts most elec-

land County House-

tronic items. They can be reached at 717-258-

We’d like to take time to thank the companies advertised in this newsletter.

hold

9663

Hazardous

or

through

their

website

at

The income supplied by their advertisements helps offset the production

W ast e

P rogram .

www.thecomputerbarn.com. Televisions may be

costs of this newsletter which, in turn, helps us keep our residents informed

Residents can call 1-

recycled at Zero Export Recyclers at 106 West

877-697-4123 or visit

Lauman Street in Mt. Holly Springs.

of township events and news.

Newsletters are distributed to Dickinson

Township residents and businesses three times per year.
We have advertising opportunities for any sized budget. Ads vary in size

You can

www.ccpacshhw.net

contact them at 717-254-1969 or visit their web-

to order a collection

site at www.zeroexport.net for more information.

kit for $20.00. The kit

from business card size to full page. If you are interested in advertising in

will be shipped di-

If you have questions about the disposal or recy-

our newsletter, please contact the Township Secretary/Treasurer, Denise

rectly to the resident

cling of items not listed in this article, please con-

Gembusia, at treasurer@dickinsontownship.org or by calling the township

and can hold up to

tact the waste hauler or Cumberland County Solid

100 pounds of haz-

Waste Authority at 717-240-6489 for instructions

ardous

and more information.

office at 717-486-7424.
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Trash & Recycling Tips
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Winners Circle
Upcoming Events
July 27

Ice Cream Social
Join us at Twirly Top in Gardners
from 6:00pm until 8:00pm for a FREE
ice cream sundae courtesy of the
Township! This is a good time to
meet your neighbors, new friends,
township staff and elected officials.
Coupons are required, but may be
obtained at no cost on our website,
in this newsletter or at the event.
Limit one sundae per person.

September 14
Fall Yard Sale

Time to make some extra cash selling your new and gently used items.
The event will be held at Stuart Park
from 7:00am until 12:00pm. Vendor
pre-registration is required. Spots
are 10’ x 10’ and cost $5.00. Call the
Township at 717-486-7424 for more
information or visit the website to
download the registration form.

October 19

Chili Cook-off &
Children’s Costume Contest
Costume trophies will be awarded
based on most original/creative,
cutest, scariest and people’s choice.
Rules & regulations for the Chili
Cook-off will be posted on the website or available at the municipal
building. Trophies will be awarded.

November 2

Dickinson Heritage Day
Formerly called “Public Servant’s
Day”, this event is held at the Township Building from 11:00am until
1:00pm and is free for the general
public. Honoring our past, present
and future, we thank those who
helped shape Dickinson Township
and our Country. Bill Rodier will
present information regarding our
Township history, focusing on the
civil war time period and the underground railroad. Pre-registration is
requested, but not required. Light
refreshments will be served.

Dialogue in Dickinson, Vol. 2013 Issue 2

Trophies were awarded based

Grants Help Develop Lindenwood Park

on the largest fish caught in
three

sepa-

This April, Dickinson Township received notification of

urer@dickinsontownship.org or by calling 717-486-7424.

rate

approval of their 2013 Tree Vitalize grant application.

Participants will be contacted via their preferred method

groups. First

The Township was awarded $4,844.00 from DCNR to

with more details as the planting date approaches.

place winners

plant 50 trees along the road frontage of North Dickin-

received

son School Road and Walton Drive in what is to be

With the acceptance of the Tree Vitalize grant, the Parks

known as Lindenwood Park.

& Recreation Committee has been approved to pursue
another grant to help develop the walking path along

Planting is currently scheduled for September 28th but

Lindenwood Park.

will ultimately depend on tree availability from the ven-

submitted their Land Partnerships Grant application to

dor. The Township needs volunteers to help with a

Cumberland County. Grant awards are expected mid-

Saturday planting event. “We are asking for the com-

summer. If awarded the Land Partnerships Grant, con-

munity’s help in this project,” said Parks & Recreation

struction on a 1.23 mile walking path will begin in early

Chairwoman, Jane Mitchell. “Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,

October of 2013. More information and updates will be

church groups, school clubs, individuals and anyone

available

interested in helping beautify the local area can partici-

www.dickinsontownship.org, under Parks & Recreation

pate.” Anybody interested in volunteering should con-

on the left side navigation window.

on

In mid-May, committee members

the

township

website,

tact Denise Gembusia, Township Treasurer, at treas-

You and your family are invited to our 2nd annual

Ice Cream Social

Dickinson Township Ice Cream Social
Saturday, July 27, 2013
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Twirly Top Restaurant & Drive-In
1 Pine Grove Road, Gardners PA

Present this coupon for (1) one free sundae
Good for one ice cream sundae per person on the date & times specified. Additional
coupons available at the event and on-line at www.dickinsontownship.org.

Cut this coupon
out and join us
for a FREE ice
cream sundae
this month.

New Member Joins Parks & Rec Committee
The Parks & Recreation Committee welcomes their

age

board.

a

trophy, a free
mounting

Fishing Derby Entertains on Rainy May Day

of

their fish by Smith’s Creekside
Taxidermy and a $50.00 gift

(Written in pirate speech)
Despite the loomin’ rain, o’er 125 kids and 100 adults

Supply truck, Yellow Breeches EMS ambulance or the

certificate

attended the Dickinson Township Parks & Recreation

fire truck for barnacles.

Goods.

and Mt. Holly Fish & Game Association’s fishin’ darrrby

for donatin’ yer time!

received a trophy, a $20.00 gift

on May 11, 2013. We first set sail at 6’o the morn’ while

A few shipmates got cast overboard into the waters, but

certificate

shipmates sailed the pond pickin’ thar lucky fishin’ spot.

none came down with scurvy. Some be so fearless,

Goods and

Upon registration, each mate was given a bag of treas-

they’d be pickin’ up pollywogs n’ frogs with thar hands.

a

ures with fishin’ supplies, discount coupons, a ticket for

We’d be honor’d if you’d join us fer next year’s darrrby.

for $50.00

free grub, crayons, toys ’n many o’thr goodies inside.

All good pirates ye make! Fer inforrrmation on how ye

off a fish

Thar was a lot o' rain but it didn't deter th' laddies and

can help with our next adventure, be contactin’ our

mounting

lassies from castin’ thar lines. Th’ scallywags brought

home port at www.dickinsontownship.org or by blowin’

at Smith’s

Many thanks to those mateys

to

Dick’s

Sporting

Second place winners
to

Dick’s

Sporting
coupon

in all kinds o’ fish ‘n took ‘em to thy measurin’ table for

yer horn at 486-7424. We dropped anchor at 219 Moun-

inspection. Once t’five fish limit was reached, some

tain View Road in Mt. Holly Springs. Arrrrr!

Taxidermy. Third place winners

abandoned ship, but not ’fore gettin’ thar free hot dog ’n

There be more to see at www.dickinsontownship.org

received a trophy and a $20.00

soda from The Mt. Holly Springs Lion’s Club. After re-

under Parks & Recreation Board/Park & Recreation

gift certificate to Dick’s Sporting

gainin’ thar sea legs, mates could inspect the Pennsy

Events, but beware the Kraken.

Goods.

Creekside

Throughout the day,

prizes for children and adults
were raffled off. Prizes included

With Sincere Gratitude

gift certifi-

Our Fishing Derby would not have been possible without the generous donations from:

c at es ,
fishing

Ahlstrom Filtration

Heller’s Propane

PNC Bank

American Legion Post 674

Holly Pike Animal Hospital

PPG Industries

rods, nets,

Angie & Jim Carmack

Italian Taxi

R&W Equipment

h a t s ,

Applebee’s Bar & Restaurant

Jane & Glenn Mitchell

Redeemed Books & Gifts

t ac k l e

Barbie & Dan Shauf

Jim Demes

Rodney Gilson

Bass Pro Shops

J&J Automotive

Rodney & Natalie Shettle

boxes and many other items.

Bob Koppenhaver

Karns Market

Rowe’s Print Shop

Bretzman’s Garage

King’s Gap General Store

Sicilia’s Pizza

Cabela’s

Land O’ Lakes

Sheaffer’s Auto Body

Want More?

Carlisle Productions

Laura’s Restaurant

Sheetz

Check out more pic-

Cassell’s Grille

LB Smith Ford/Mercury

Smith’s Creekside Taxidermy

Marlin Ditmer

tures on Dickinson

Chili’s Bar & Restaurant

Smith’s Implements

Congratulations to our winners!

newest member, Stephen Luckie, who lives in Gardners

Four vacancies remain on the Park & Recreation Com-

with his wife and children. Mr. Luckie was appointed by

mittee. Positions are voluntary and do not require formal

Cracker Barrel

Megan Barrick

Staples

the Board of Supervisors at the June 3, 2013 meeting

education. A volunteer job description can be viewed at

Dave’sTractor World

Midway Bowling

Tractor Supply Co.

for a 5-year term ending on 12/31/2018.

Mr. Luckie

www.dickinsontownship.org under Park & Recreation.

Diamond Automatic Sprinklers

Midway Storage & Car Wash

Wal-mart

at Mt. Holly Fish & Game Associa-

graduated from East Stoudsburg University with a

The application and appointment process is explained in

Dick’s Sporting Goods

Miriam Robinson

Wegman’s

tion’s website at http://mhfg.org.
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Vectron Industries

vices Management. He’s also a trained water safety

ings are held one time per month on the fourth Monday

Eric Wickline

Mt. Holly Fish & Game Association

VFW Post #7343

at 6:00pm at the Municipal Building. Interested applicants
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instructor, a certified lifeguard, a wilderness first re-

Filson Water, LLC

…..and most importantly, Rob Robinson.
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Jeremy Hogue

sponder and a canoeing instructor. The Parks & Rec-

should forward a resume and letter of intent to the Town-

Green Mountain General Store
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Thank you for organizing this family
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Winners Circle
Upcoming Events
July 27

Ice Cream Social
Join us at Twirly Top in Gardners
from 6:00pm until 8:00pm for a FREE
ice cream sundae courtesy of the
Township! This is a good time to
meet your neighbors, new friends,
township staff and elected officials.
Coupons are required, but may be
obtained at no cost on our website,
in this newsletter or at the event.
Limit one sundae per person.

September 14
Fall Yard Sale

Time to make some extra cash selling your new and gently used items.
The event will be held at Stuart Park
from 7:00am until 12:00pm. Vendor
pre-registration is required. Spots
are 10’ x 10’ and cost $5.00. Call the
Township at 717-486-7424 for more
information or visit the website to
download the registration form.

October 19

Chili Cook-off &
Children’s Costume Contest
Costume trophies will be awarded
based on most original/creative,
cutest, scariest and people’s choice.
Rules & regulations for the Chili
Cook-off will be posted on the website or available at the municipal
building. Trophies will be awarded.

November 2

Dickinson Heritage Day
Formerly called “Public Servant’s
Day”, this event is held at the Township Building from 11:00am until
1:00pm and is free for the general
public. Honoring our past, present
and future, we thank those who
helped shape Dickinson Township
and our Country. Bill Rodier will
present information regarding our
Township history, focusing on the
civil war time period and the underground railroad. Pre-registration is
requested, but not required. Light
refreshments will be served.
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Trophies were awarded based

Grants Help Develop Lindenwood Park

on the largest fish caught in
three

sepa-

This April, Dickinson Township received notification of

urer@dickinsontownship.org or by calling 717-486-7424.

rate

approval of their 2013 Tree Vitalize grant application.

Participants will be contacted via their preferred method

groups. First

The Township was awarded $4,844.00 from DCNR to

with more details as the planting date approaches.

place winners

plant 50 trees along the road frontage of North Dickin-

received

son School Road and Walton Drive in what is to be

With the acceptance of the Tree Vitalize grant, the Parks

known as Lindenwood Park.

& Recreation Committee has been approved to pursue
another grant to help develop the walking path along

Planting is currently scheduled for September 28th but

Lindenwood Park.

will ultimately depend on tree availability from the ven-

submitted their Land Partnerships Grant application to

dor. The Township needs volunteers to help with a

Cumberland County. Grant awards are expected mid-

Saturday planting event. “We are asking for the com-

summer. If awarded the Land Partnerships Grant, con-

munity’s help in this project,” said Parks & Recreation

struction on a 1.23 mile walking path will begin in early

Chairwoman, Jane Mitchell. “Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,

October of 2013. More information and updates will be

church groups, school clubs, individuals and anyone

available

interested in helping beautify the local area can partici-

www.dickinsontownship.org, under Parks & Recreation

pate.” Anybody interested in volunteering should con-

on the left side navigation window.

on

In mid-May, committee members

the

township

website,

tact Denise Gembusia, Township Treasurer, at treas-

You and your family are invited to our 2nd annual

Ice Cream Social

Dickinson Township Ice Cream Social
Saturday, July 27, 2013
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Twirly Top Restaurant & Drive-In
1 Pine Grove Road, Gardners PA

Present this coupon for (1) one free sundae
Good for one ice cream sundae per person on the date & times specified. Additional
coupons available at the event and on-line at www.dickinsontownship.org.

Cut this coupon
out and join us
for a FREE ice
cream sundae
this month.

New Member Joins Parks & Rec Committee
The Parks & Recreation Committee welcomes their

age

board.

a

trophy, a free
mounting

Fishing Derby Entertains on Rainy May Day

of

their fish by Smith’s Creekside
Taxidermy and a $50.00 gift

(Written in pirate speech)
Despite the loomin’ rain, o’er 125 kids and 100 adults

Supply truck, Yellow Breeches EMS ambulance or the

certificate

attended the Dickinson Township Parks & Recreation

fire truck for barnacles.

Goods.

and Mt. Holly Fish & Game Association’s fishin’ darrrby

for donatin’ yer time!

received a trophy, a $20.00 gift

on May 11, 2013. We first set sail at 6’o the morn’ while

A few shipmates got cast overboard into the waters, but

certificate

shipmates sailed the pond pickin’ thar lucky fishin’ spot.

none came down with scurvy. Some be so fearless,

Goods and

Upon registration, each mate was given a bag of treas-

they’d be pickin’ up pollywogs n’ frogs with thar hands.

a

ures with fishin’ supplies, discount coupons, a ticket for

We’d be honor’d if you’d join us fer next year’s darrrby.

for $50.00

free grub, crayons, toys ’n many o’thr goodies inside.

All good pirates ye make! Fer inforrrmation on how ye

off a fish

Thar was a lot o' rain but it didn't deter th' laddies and

can help with our next adventure, be contactin’ our

mounting

lassies from castin’ thar lines. Th’ scallywags brought

home port at www.dickinsontownship.org or by blowin’

at Smith’s

Many thanks to those mateys

to

Dick’s

Sporting

Second place winners
to

Dick’s

Sporting
coupon

in all kinds o’ fish ‘n took ‘em to thy measurin’ table for

yer horn at 486-7424. We dropped anchor at 219 Moun-

inspection. Once t’five fish limit was reached, some

tain View Road in Mt. Holly Springs. Arrrrr!

Taxidermy. Third place winners

abandoned ship, but not ’fore gettin’ thar free hot dog ’n

There be more to see at www.dickinsontownship.org

received a trophy and a $20.00

soda from The Mt. Holly Springs Lion’s Club. After re-

under Parks & Recreation Board/Park & Recreation

gift certificate to Dick’s Sporting

gainin’ thar sea legs, mates could inspect the Pennsy

Events, but beware the Kraken.

Goods.

Creekside

Throughout the day,

prizes for children and adults
were raffled off. Prizes included

With Sincere Gratitude

gift certifi-

Our Fishing Derby would not have been possible without the generous donations from:

c at es ,
fishing

Ahlstrom Filtration

Heller’s Propane

PNC Bank

American Legion Post 674

Holly Pike Animal Hospital

PPG Industries

rods, nets,

Angie & Jim Carmack

Italian Taxi

R&W Equipment

h a t s ,

Applebee’s Bar & Restaurant

Jane & Glenn Mitchell

Redeemed Books & Gifts

t ac k l e

Barbie & Dan Shauf

Jim Demes

Rodney Gilson

Bass Pro Shops

J&J Automotive

Rodney & Natalie Shettle

boxes and many other items.

Bob Koppenhaver

Karns Market

Rowe’s Print Shop

Bretzman’s Garage

King’s Gap General Store

Sicilia’s Pizza

Cabela’s

Land O’ Lakes

Sheaffer’s Auto Body

Want More?

Carlisle Productions

Laura’s Restaurant

Sheetz

Check out more pic-

Cassell’s Grille

LB Smith Ford/Mercury
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Marlin Ditmer

tures on Dickinson

Chili’s Bar & Restaurant

Smith’s Implements
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Preparing for a Disaster
When we think of summer time, we think of long sunny days, warm weather,

Your Trash Questions Answered
Keeping up with new regulations, recy-

vice on how to deal with each situation.

cling practices and hauler contracts can

outdoor activities and cook-outs. But, as we have already experienced, this is

overwhelm anyone trying to be a good

also the time for stormy weather. Severe weather such as high winds, torren-

BE PREPARED

tial rains, tornadoes, and flooding can occur at any time with very little or no

PEMA recommends that, in the event of an emergency, we all should be able

warning. It can force you to evacuate your neighborhood or confine you to

to survive on our own for a minimum of three days. This means being able to

your home. Knowing what to do in an emergency and being prepared is your

provide our own shelter, food, water, first-aid, sanitation and other basic

best defense. Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) offers

needs. While local officials and relief workers will be on the scene after a

great information on their website, www.ReadyPa.org, on how to be prepared

disaster, they cannot always reach everyone right away. Making emergency

for a disaster. They advocate three easy steps to be prepared for a

plans for you and your family at home, at work, or in school, is important.

disaster: be informed, be prepared, be involved.

Have a communication and evacuation plan ready and practice it. Also, prepare an emergency kit for your home, car, and work. You can find checklists

BE INFORMED
Be informed about the types of emergencies that can occur in your area and
what specific actions you can take. ReadyPa.org has a link to 10 potential
emergencies in Pennsylvania, facts about each type of emergency, and ad-

on how to create plans and put together emergency kits on PEMA’s website,
ReadyPa.org.

BE INVOLVED
Working with neighbors can save lives and property. Meet with your neighbors
to plan how the neighborhood could work together after a disaster until help
arrives. If you’re a member of a neighborhood organization, such as a home
association or crime watch group, introduce disaster preparedness as a new
activity. Know your neighbors’ special skills (e.g., medical, technical). Consider how you could help neighbors who have special needs, such as disabled
and elderly persons.
Remember, Dickinson Township has a notification system called NIXLE. This
system provides a quick, efficient, and secure way to get township-level information out to subscribed members by e-mail or cell phone. Our system will be
used to notify residents of any emergencies at Township level, road closures,
community events, and meeting cancellations. Cumberland County Depart-

citizen and properly dispose of waste.

Q: Do I have to separate my

Q: How can I dispose of larger items, such as a couch?

We’ve answered the most common ques-

recyclable items?

A:

tions for you below.

A:

No. Dickinson Township utilizes

side every week. If the item is not something that can easily be lifted

single stream recycling. This means

by one person, please contact Advanced Disposal at 1-800-223-

items do not have to be separated by

3888 so they can plan accordingly.

REGULAR TRASH
Dickinson Township is in their third year
of a three-year contract with Advanced

glass, plastic or cans.

Our trash contract allows residents to place one bulk item curb-

Advanced

Disposal asks that residents place

Q: Where can I get a recycle bin?

trash; toter cart service or the tag-a-bag

paper into a paper bag and keep

A:

option. Toter carts are approximately 90

cardboard into 3’ x 3’ tied bundles.

3888. They can leave a bin curbside or residents

gallons and cost $44.31 per quarter which

Even glossy magazines and junk

can get a free bin at the Township building from

is directly billed to the resident. Tag-a-

mail can be recycled.

7am until 3:30pm, Monday through Friday.

Disposal. Residents have two options for

Contact Advanced Disposal at 1-800-223-

bag is a bag-by-bag option for those who
might have minimal trash disposal needs.
This option allows the user to place a
special sticker on each bag of trash before plac-

BULK ITEMS

Directions and a list of acceptable and unaccept-

ing it at the curb for pick up. At the beginning of

Residents may place one bulk item out with their

able items is included in the kit. Collections occur

the contract year, residents were sent 12 tags

trash each week. This includes items such as a

at least monthly.

and billed $36.36 yearly. Additional tags may

couch, mattress, desk, table or recliner.

Ad-

scheduled collection day and a contractor will

be purchased on an as-needed basis for $3.03

vanced Disposal asks that you call ahead to let

pick up the materials for proper disposal. More

per tag. Residents can contact the company at

them know you have a bulk item for pick up.

information, including a video of how to use the

1-800-223-3888 or at 717-423-5917 to set up

This allows them to send more than one person

collection kit is available at www.ccpacshhw.net.

their preferred service, order more tags or get

on the route if necessary.

Tires, anti-freeze, batteries and motor oil can be

questions answered about their bill.

You will be notified

of the

disposed of at most automobile part stores.

HAZARDOUS

Please contact the business to see if they will

Central Alert System will be used at county level by emergency managers to

MATERIALS

dispose of your items.

alert citizens of urgent, critical situations such as evacuation notices and in-

Items such as used

structions, shelter in place notifications, or boil water advisories. More infor-

motor

mation on how you can subscribe to both of these notification systems is

paint, pesticides and

Computers and other electronic equipment can

available on our website, www.dickinsontownship.org.

pool chemicals can

be recycled at local big-box stores such as Best

be

Buy or Staples.

ment of Public Safety subscribes to South Central Alert System. The South

oil

oil-based

disposed

of

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING

The Computer Barn at 1460

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING

through the Cumber-

Newville Road in Carlisle also accepts most elec-

land County House-

tronic items. They can be reached at 717-258-

We’d like to take time to thank the companies advertised in this newsletter.

hold

9663

Hazardous

or

through

their

website

at

The income supplied by their advertisements helps offset the production

W ast e

P rogram .

www.thecomputerbarn.com. Televisions may be

costs of this newsletter which, in turn, helps us keep our residents informed

Residents can call 1-

recycled at Zero Export Recyclers at 106 West

877-697-4123 or visit

Lauman Street in Mt. Holly Springs.

of township events and news.

Newsletters are distributed to Dickinson

Township residents and businesses three times per year.
We have advertising opportunities for any sized budget. Ads vary in size

You can

www.ccpacshhw.net

contact them at 717-254-1969 or visit their web-

to order a collection

site at www.zeroexport.net for more information.

kit for $20.00. The kit

from business card size to full page. If you are interested in advertising in

will be shipped di-

If you have questions about the disposal or recy-

our newsletter, please contact the Township Secretary/Treasurer, Denise

rectly to the resident

cling of items not listed in this article, please con-

Gembusia, at treasurer@dickinsontownship.org or by calling the township

and can hold up to

tact the waste hauler or Cumberland County Solid

100 pounds of haz-

Waste Authority at 717-240-6489 for instructions

ardous

and more information.

office at 717-486-7424.
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PERSONNEL, OFFICIALS & CONTACT INFORMATION
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
TERM EXPIRES
Bob Wrightstone, Chairman
12/31/17
Jonathan Reisinger, Vice Chairman
12/31/15
J.R. Barrett, Interim Supervisor
12/31/13
supervisors@dickinsontownship.org
PLANNING COMMISSION
Paul Strizzi, Chairman
Dennis Straub, Vice Chairman
Tom Smith, Secretary
Earl Bock
Ken Giffhorn
Dan Wyrick
Lynn Hoover
pc@dickinsontownship.org
ZONING HEARING BOARD
Ellen Coyler
Michael Gennett
Gerald Eby
Judith Brough, Alternate
PARK & RECREATION BOARD
Jane Mitchell, Chairwoman
Robert Robinson, Vice Chairman
Molly Baehr, Secretary
Bill Rodier
Stephen Luckie
MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY
Allen Loomis, Chairman
William Baker, Secretary
Gerald Eby, Treasurer

TERM EXPIRES
12/31/13
12/31/15
12/31/16
12/31/16
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15

TERM EXPIRES
12/31/15
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15
TERM EXPIRES
12/31/17
12/31/14
12/31/17
12/31/14
12/31/18
TERM EXPIRES
12/31/16
12/31/14
12/31/17

Living with Black Bears

ROAD CREW
Oscar Barrick
Jay Richwine
Dustin Durf

to the black bear since before the first set-

AUDITORS
Tom Imholte
Kathy Walton
William Rodier

TERM EXPIRES
12/31/13
12/31/13
12/31/13

CHIEF CONSTABLE
Kevin Preston

717-329-3138

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR
Susan J. Smith
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Raymond Highlands
Emergency Management Coordinator
Greg Bretzman
Emergency Services Administrator
Ivan Bretzman
Assistant Emergency Services Administrator
POLICE
Pennsylvania State Police

717-249-2121

SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Gilbert Picarelli
717-339-0612
K.P.I. Technologies
ENGINEER
Jason Reichard, C.S. Davidson
TAX COLLECTOR
Carolyn McQuillen

REPTILIAN LIFE

Dickinson Township has been called home

717-486-5907

By: Heather Urban

tlers were here in the 1700s. Even though
black bears typically reside in the mountain-

We are very fortunate to enjoy a variety of reptilian wildlife in

ous regions of Dickinson Township, they

Dickinson Township. During the warmer months, residents

can also be found in residential areas.

can see lizards, skinks and snakes at any given time. If you

Bears are usually dormant in winter and

are hiking rocky outcrops or near open woodland, you can

have an active mating season from early

look for the Northern Fence Lizard. They are a small lizard

June to mid-July.

Many of our residents

that can readily be identified by the gray or brown body and

enjoy nature hikes and cookouts at that

turquoise to blue belly. The scales on the back are keeled
and pointed. They generally reside in trees where they like

time. Following a few commonsense rules

grill regularly. If you feed your pets out-

can prevent a disastrous situation for both

doors, bring in their food bowls at night.

humans and bears.

Do not feed wildlife.

dents might also see three different kinds of skinks. These

ELIMINATE TEMPTATION

KEEP YOU DISTANCE

Northern Coal Skink.

Black bears will consume almost anything.

If a bear shows up, stay calm. Shout at it

They will eat livestock feed, pet foods, hu-

from a distance like you would an un-

man food and garbage. Bird feeders and

wanted dog. Bears have poor eyesight,

hummingbird feeders are a treat for them.

so if you don’t make noise, they might not

They can sometimes be spotted ravaging

know you are there. If you hear your dog

corn fields and beehives. Keep trash con-

barking or your cat clawing at the door,

tainers closed and locked if possible. Don’t

cautiously try to determine why by turning

put garbage out until pick up day. Remem-

on outside lights and making noise. Males

ber to clean your trash receptacles regularly

are more aggressive during the mating

with soap and bleach to eliminate odors.

cal body and tail with smooth scales. All lizards located in

season, especially to each other, and

Don’t throw table scraps outside for animals

Central PA are insectivores, and non-venomous.

sows are very protective of cubs. Bears

to eat, or add fruit or vegetable waste to

Residents can also come into contact with snakes in the

will generally stay away from chained or

your compost pile.

township. Most snakes that show up in the average back-

penned up dogs.

However, bears will

yard, shed or house are non-venomous, harmless and

attack and possibly kill a free roaming dog

beneficial to man. All are carnivorous. There are 18 non-

if confronted.

Remember to keep your

venomous snakes species located in Central Pennsylvania.

dog leashed when you hike. If you sus-

There are 2 venomous snakes in our area; the Northern

pect you are being visited by a bear, try to

Copperhead and Timber Rattlesnake. All venomous snakes
possess a pit on each side of the head between the eye and

month.

nostril, a vertically elliptical eye pupil resembling that of a

Clean your barbeque

to hunt beetles, rest, and find safety when frightened. Resiare the Five-Lined Skink, the Broadhead Skink, and the
Skinks can be recognized as a

smooth, shiny, almost slippery lizard. They have a cylindri-

DOG WARDEN
Barry Hockley

717-432-7159

remove the food source for about a

TRASH COLLECTOR
Advanced Disposal

800-223-3888

Bears can be on the move at anytime, but

All snakes are non-aggressive and prefer to avoid confronta-

are most active at night or early morning.

tion. Residents should watch where they are putting their

Larry Barrick, Assistant Manager/Zoning & Codes Officer
zoning@dickinsontownship.org

Watch for claw marks on smooth barked

hands and feet when climbing logs or rocks. If a snake bite

trees as well as sizeable droppings con-

should occur, stay calm but do not wait to see if symptoms

taining partially digested corn, berries and

Denise Gembusia, Treasurer/Secretary
treasurer@dickinsontownship.org

develop. Seek immediate medical attention!

animal remains.

ADMINISTRATION
717-486-7424
Laura Portillo, Manager
manager@dickinsontownship.org

Watch for distinctive

bear tracks. Bears have five toes; the
front foot is shorter than the rear, with the

Glenn Wimer, Road Master
roadmaster@dickinsontownship.org

rear foot resembling a human foot. Listen
for bear sounds such as growls, woofing,
and jaw-popping.

Heather Urban, Receptionist
township@dickinsontownship.org
Dialogue in Dickinson, Vol. 2013 Issue 2

cat, and a single row of scales on the underside of the tail.

Please remember,

bears use trails just like people do!
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Road Study Begins
The Board of Supervisors recently

Park & Recreation News P.4

approved a comprehensive road

2013 Fishing Derby P.5

management plan study.

This

Preparing for a Disaster P.6

plan will help the Township focus

Wildlife in Dickinson Township P.7

on preservation of our roads as the

Upcoming Meetings & Events P.8

first priority instead of total reconstruction.

of the Township road system was

Upcoming Meetings* & Events
JULY 2013
Su M
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For more information on any
event or meeting, please visit the
township website at

www.dickinsontownship.org

AUGUST 2013
Su M

4
11
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25

5
12
19
26
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6
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20
27

7
14
21
28

Th Fri Sa
1

2

3

8

9

10

15
22
29

16
23
30

17
24
31

July 1 - Board of Supervisors
July 4 - Independence Day [CLOSED]
July 10 - Planning Commission
July 15 - Board of Supervisors
July 22 - Parks & Recreation Committee
July 23 - Municipal Authority
July 27 - Ice Cream Social at Twirly Top (6pm-8pm)
August 5 - Board of Supervisors
August 14 - Planning Commission
August 19 - Board of Supervisors
August 26 - Parks & Recreation Committee
August 27 - Municipal Authority
September 2 - Labor Day [CLOSED]
September 3 - Board of Supervisors
September 11 - Planning Commission
September 14 - Yard Sale at Stuart Park (7am - 12pm)
September 16 - Board of Supervisors
September 23 - Parks & Recreation Committee
September 24 - Municipal Authority
October 7 - Board of Supervisors
October 9 - Planning Commission
October 19 - Chili Cook-off & Costume Contest
2:00pm - 4:00pm at Stuart Park
October 21 - Board of Supervisors
October 22 - Municipal Authority
October 28 - Parks & Recreation Committee

A complete evaluation

performed by the Township’s engineer, zoning officer, and roadmas-

New Emergency Services Provider
As of April 1st of this year, WellSpan Health EMS

Breeches EMS who provide basic life support (BLS)

moved one of their advanced life support (ALS) units

to the southern portion of the Township and Cum-

out of Gettysburg Hospital to the Bendersville Fire

berland Goodwill EMS who provide both ALS and

Company in Adams County. This unit is known as

BLS to the northern portion of the Township.
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ter. From this evaluation, a report
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is being written that will grade

Adams County Medic 53, and will be providing ad-

So what is the difference between BLS and ALS
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each road according to their condi-

vanced life support to the southern part of our Town-

units?

ship. This is great news for our Township because it
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tion. This will help to determine an

transport the patient to the hospital while providing

acceptable yearly budget amount

signifies a shorter response time for ALS service to

basic life support while the ALS unit, which includes

our residents on the south side.

paramedics, will bring the hospital to the patient in

Adams County Medic 53 joins our other wonderful

order to stabilize the patient before transporting to

emergency providers in our Township, Yellow

the hospital.
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*All meetings begin at 6:00pm
and are held at the Dickinson
Township municipal building
located at 219 Mountain View
Road in Mt. Holly Springs, PA.
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for road preservation.

Township Receives
Two Awards for Burnt
House Road Bridge

funds are being allocated. Residents are encour-

Township starts collecting information to prepare the

aged to participate in budget discussions and attend

next year’s budget. Before any numbers are entered

budget meetings. Meetings dates have to be ap-

into spreadsheets, staff compiles information from

proved by the Board of Supervisors and properly

various sources to try and allocate funds properly so

advertised. Budget meetings typically occur in Octo-

residents can receive the best services for the lowest

ber. Our website will be updated with actual dates

plaques for the Burnt House Road

cost without sacrificing quality. This juggling act is

and times as soon as they have been determined.

humpback bridge; one for Out-

stressful, but necessary in order to know where

We welcome your input, comments and questions.

At the May 20, 2013 Board of Supervisors’ meeting, Chad Clancy
from Modjeski & Masters presented the Board with two award

standing New Short Span Bridge
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Preparing for the 2014 Budget
Every year around mid-summertime, Dickinson
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The easiest answer is that BLS units will

Township Welcomes New Supervisor
Supervisor elect, Allyn Perkins, resigned

May 22, 2013, J.R. Barrett was ap-

from the Board of Supervisors effective

pointed by the Board of Supervisors to

April 30, 2013 due to a home purchase

fulfill the remainder of Dr. Perkins’ term,

outside the township boundaries. Due to

which will end on December 31, 2013.

this move, he no longer met the residency

proudly displayed in the Township

Mr. Barrett won the Republican primary

requirements and, therefore, resigned.

and will be on the November general

Municipal Building main hallway.

Dr. Perkins’ resignation created a vacancy

election ballot.

on the Board of Supervisors which had to

Supervisor Barrett and wish him the best

be filled within 30 days. On Wednesday,

in his appointment.

that PennDOT, and not the taxpayer, paid for the construction of
the bridge.

The awards are

We welcome Interim

